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General information 

Summary 

The course involves students gaining knowledge about the system of philosophical knowledge, which are 
methodological tools for analysing natural, technical and humanitarian theoretical and practical problems, 
skills to justify their worldview and social position and independently analyse facts, phenomena and processes 
in the system "human-world"; formation of future specialists with high moral qualities and skills of behaviour, 
which are based on universal values, self-awareness and a sense of responsibility, as well as acquaintance with 
the essence, regularities and trends of modern civilization. 
 

Course objectives and goals 

Formation of students' in-depth worldview and theoretical knowledge of philosophy, the development of 
abstract and critical thinking, mastering the scientific and philosophical categorical apparatus, as well as the 
development of skills of analysis and evaluation of human activities and events in the world. 
 

Format of classes 

Lectures, workshops, consultations. The course ends with a final exam. 

mailto:olha.horodyska@khpi.edu.ua
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Competencies 

GC09. The ability to learn and to master modern knowledge. 
 

Learning outcomes 

LO 16. To demonstrate skills of independent work, flexible thinking, openness to new knowledge, be critical 
and self-critical. 
 

Student workload 

The total volume of the course is 90 hours (3 ECTS credits): lectures - 16 hours, workshops - 16 hours, self-
study - 58 hours. 
 

Course prerequisites 

To successfully complete the course, you must have knowledge and practical skills in the following disciplines: 
"Ukrainian language (professional)". 
 

Features of the course, teaching and learning methods, and technologies 

Lectures with presentations, discussions, practical classes (seminars, workshops), individual work (abstract, 
essay, participation in conferences and specialized seminars, work with original works on philosophy). 
 

Program of the course 

Topics of the lectures 

Topic 1. Lecture 1. 
Peculiarities of philosophical knowledge and the problem of its emergence. The subject of philosophy, the 
specifics of philosophical knowledge, the main functions of philosophy. Structure of philosophical knowledge, 
relationship with science. Worldview and its varieties, the place of philosophy in the worldview. 
Topic 2. Lecture 2. 
Basic ideas of ancient philosophy. Formation of ancient philosophy, first philosophical ideas. Sophistry as a 
cultural phenomenon and philosophy. Socrates' criticism of the ideas of the sophists, his idea of human as a 
moral being. The essence of Plato's philosophy and his doctrine of ideas. Aristotle's teachings on logic and the 
problem of knowledge of the world. Hellenistic philosophy. 
Topic 3. Lecture 3. 
Further development of philosophy during the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. Peculiarities of medieval 
philosophy and its place in world culture. Basic ideas of apologetics and patristics. Scholasticism and its role in 
the further formation of rational knowledge. Philosophical and scientific ideas of the Renaissance. 
Topic 4. Lecture 4. 
Modern Western European and domestic philosophical thought. Prerequisites for the formation of the 
Modern Philosophy (political, economic, cultural, religious, worldview, etc.). Empiricism and rationalism are 
two trends in Modern philosophy. Philosophical views of the Age of Enlightenment, their significance for the 
development of Western European civilization. 
Topic 5. Lecture 5. 
Basic ideas of German classical philosophy. The phenomenon of critical philosophy in the process of 
philosophical thought development. I. Kant and the conditions of the possibility of knowledge. Kant's ethics. 
G.W.F. Hegel and his philosophical system and method. Anthropological materialism of L. Feuerbach. 
Topic 6. Lecture 6. 
Transformation of knowledge about the world, man and knowledge in non-classical philosophy of the 19th 
century–early 20th century. The crisis of the rationalist view of the world structure, the birth of non-classical 
philosophy and the main ideas of irrationalism. Dialectical materialism and the philosophy of Marxism. The 
concept of the classical rationality ideal crisis and the philosophical foundations of the science substantiation 
problem (positivism, empiriocriticism). The main ideas of the university philosophical thought of Ukraine in the 
19th century–early 20th century. 
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Topic 7. Lectures 7-8. 
Contemporary (post-non-classical) Western European and domestic philosophical discourses. The main trends 
and essential features of philosophy of the 20th - 21st centuries. Philosophy of science (neo-positivism, post-
positivism). Philosophy of consciousness (phenomenology of E. Husserl). Philosophy of human (philosophical 
anthropology, existentialism). Ideas of society and civilization development. The problem of knowledge and 
language in the philosophy of the 20th century. The Postmodern condition in contemporary culture and 
philosophy. Contemporary Ukrainian philosophy. 
 

Topics of the workshops 

Topic 1. Workshop 1. 
The specificity of philosophical knowledge, its place in the life of a person and society. Subject of philosophy, 
characteristic features of philosophical knowledge, functions of philosophy. Components of philosophical 
knowledge, its relationship with mythology, religion, science. Worldview and its varieties. Personality, 
worldview and philosophy. 
Topic 2. Workshop 2. 
Ancient philosophy, basic ideas and their place in the development of civilization. The formation of ancient 
philosophy, the first philosophical problems: the origin of the world, existence, development, unity and 
discreteness of the world. Origin of logic, ideas of sophists. Critical thought of Socrates, his idea of human as a 
moral being. Plato's teaching about ideas, the birth of a systematic view of the world. Aristotle's creation of 
the first system of sciences, the doctrine of logic and the problem of knowledge of the world. Problems of 
ethics in Hellenistic philosophy. 
Topic 3. Workshop 3. 
Philosophical ideas of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. Characteristic features of medieval philosophy, its 
place in world culture. The problem of the relationship between reason and faith in the Middle Ages, its 
significance for the further development of philosophical and scientific thought. Augustine's teachings about 
human, soul and body; the Augustinian concept of time. Scholasticism, its specifics and ideas. Arabic medieval 
philosophy, its influence on the culture and science of Europe. Philosophical and scientific ideas of the 
Renaissance. Humanism and the problem of integral human individuality. Social and political ideas of the 
Renaissance, utopianism. 
Topic 4. Workshop 4.  
Modern Western European and domestic philosophical thought. The scientific revolution and the first 
scientific picture of the world in the 17th century. Modern Empiricism, the problem of knowledge, a 
materialistic view of the world. Evolution of empiricism. Modern Rationalism, the rules of Descartes' method 
and method of doubt. Spinoza's materialism and ethics. Leibniz's philosophy; personal dimension of being. The 
Age of Enlightenment philosophy as the formation of modern civilization: concepts of natural human rights, 
overall education, social and political progress, omnipotence of reason. Peculiarities of mechanistic 
methodology in humanities and natural sciences; human as machine. Main features of Ukrainian philosophical 
thought. Philosophical thought of the Ukrainian Renaissance of the 15-17th centuries. The main ideas of the 
philosophy of H. Skovoroda. 
Topic 5. Workshop 5. 
Basic ideas of German classical philosophy. Peculiarities of German classical philosophy. Critical philosophy of I. 
Kant, synthesis of empiricism and rationalism. Agnosticism. Categorical imperative as a humanist position, 
Kant's concept of freedom. Philosophical views of Fichte and Schelling. Hegel's philosophy, the identity of 
thinking and being. The science of logic. Philosophy of nature, philosophy of spirit. Hegel's dialectic. The 
human problem in L. Feuerbach's materialism. 
Topic 6. Workshop 6. 
The development of knowledge about the world, human and knowledge in non-classical philosophy of the 
19th and early 20th centuries. The crisis of the rationalist view of the world structure, the birth of non-classical 
philosophy. Criticism of Western civilization, its "humanism", the idea of the will to power and the concept of 
superman in F. Nietzsche’s philosophy. The place of human, the problem of the relationship between the 
individual and society in Marxism. The essence of the materialistic interpretation of the historical process. The 
dialectical-materialist idea of practice in Marx and Engels’ theory of knowledge. Formation of a scientific 
direction in philosophy. Positivism of O. Comte. Empiriocriticism of E. Mach and R. Avenarius. New 
understanding of human in the psychoanalytic philosophy of Z. Freud, scientific substantiation of the irrational 
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character of individual human existence. The main ideas of the university philosophical thought of Ukraine in 
the 19th century. Cosmism of V. Vernadsky. 
Topic 7. Workshops 7-8. 
 Philosophical discourse of contemporaneity. The main directions and essential features of philosophy of the 
20th–21st centuries. E. Husserl's phenomenology and the problem of consciousness. Knowledge about human 
in philosophical anthropology and existentialism: openness to the world, freedom, responsibility, life and 
death, sense of life. Transformation of the methodology and logic of science development in neo-positivism 
and post-positivism. The essence of the pragmatism philosophy. Religious-philosophical conceptions. Socio-
philosophical theories of the 20th-21st centuries. The search for methodology in the humanitarian field of 
science: the main ideas of hermeneutics and structuralism. The crisis of modernity and the Postmodern 
condition in contemporary culture and philosophy. 
 

Topics of the laboratory classes 

Laboratory work is not provided within the discipline. 
 

Self-study  

The course involves preparation for oral answers to problematic questions, independent study of questions 
that are not taught during lectures - this receives ongoing assessment. Individual work as an essay is also 
provided; other types of individual work are possible - essays, participation in conferences and specialized 
seminars (with thesis writing), work with original works on philosophy, etc. These works are written and 
completed according to the requirements. 
 

Course materials and recommended reading 

1. Biletsky I., Malyshenko A. Philosophy: Educational book. Kharkiv, 2010 (Білецький І. П., Малишенко А.О. 
Філософія. Навчальний посібник / Білецький І. П., Малишенко А. О. – Харків: Вид. ХНЕУ, 2010) (англійською 
мовою) (e-resource). 

2. Afanasiev O. Philosophy and methodology of scientific research: textbook for graduate students / O. 
Afanasiev, V. Zharkykh; National University Odessa Polytechnic. – Odessa, 2023. – 277 p. 
http://dspace.opu.ua/jspui/handle/123456789/13533 

3. Afanasiev A. Philosophy and methodology of scientific research: lecture notes for graduate students / A. 
Afanasiev, V. Zharkykh; National University Odessa Polytechnic. – Odesa, 2023. – 116 p. 
http://dspace.opu.ua/jspui/handle/123456789/13532 

4. Philosophy of Science [Electronic resource]: textbook / O. Kuz, V. Cheshko, I. Biletsky, P. Otenko; Simon 
Kuznets Kharkiv national university of economics. — E-text data (1,30 MБ). — Kharkiv: S. Kuznets KhNUE, 2024. — 162 
p. http://repository.hneu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/33109 

5. Miguel Goede. Notes of Philosophy https://www.researchgate.net/publication/383165666 
6. Dennis Igwe. PHILOSOPHY: ORIGIN, DEVELOPMENT AND RELEVANCE 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377776474 
7. Alistair J. Sinclair. What is Philosophy? An Introduction 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378365977 
8. Ondich J. Words of Wisdom: Intro to Philosophy. Lake Superior College, Duluth, Minnesota, 2018. 

https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/introphil/ 
9. Ott W., Dunn A. Modern Philosophy. University of Virginia. BCcampus, 2013. 

http://solr.bccampus.ca:8001/bcc/file/dd65d35e-4b82-4278-b9e6-8848e4e5c092/1/Modern-Philosophy-1487116213.pdf 
10. Payne Russ W. An Introduction to Philosophy. BCcampus, 2015. https://commons.bellevuecollege.edu/wp-

content/uploads/sites/125/2017/04/Intro-to-Phil-full-text.pdf 
11. Millican P. Introduction to General Philosophy. University of Oxford. 

https://cosmolearning.org/courses/introduction-general-philosophy/video-lectures/  

12. Van Cleave Matthew J. Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking. Lansing Community College, 2016. 

http://solr.bccampus.ca:8001/bcc/file/5d41a649-ce0f-4462-bc3d-564568b5c857/1/Logic%20text%20v%201.4.pdf 

13. Україно-англійський словник філософських термінів / В. О. Ананьїн та ін.; за ред. О. О. Пучкова. Київ: 

ІСЗЗІ КПІ ім. Ігоря Сікорського, Вид-во “Політехніка”, 2021. https://ela.kpi.ua/handle/123456789/58363 

http://dspace.opu.ua/jspui/handle/123456789/13533
http://dspace.opu.ua/jspui/handle/123456789/13532
http://repository.hneu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/33109
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/383165666_Notes_of_Philosophy
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377776474_PHILOSOPHY_ORIGIN_DEVELOPMENT_AND_RELEVANCE
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378365977_What_is_Philosophy_An_Introduction
https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/introphil/
http://solr.bccampus.ca:8001/bcc/file/dd65d35e-4b82-4278-b9e6-8848e4e5c092/1/Modern-Philosophy-1487116213.pdf
https://commons.bellevuecollege.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/125/2017/04/Intro-to-Phil-full-text.pdf
https://commons.bellevuecollege.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/125/2017/04/Intro-to-Phil-full-text.pdf
https://cosmolearning.org/courses/introduction-general-philosophy/video-lectures/
http://solr.bccampus.ca:8001/bcc/file/5d41a649-ce0f-4462-bc3d-564568b5c857/1/Logic%20text%20v%201.4.pdf
https://ela.kpi.ua/handle/123456789/58363
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14. Tararoev Jakov, Olga Horodyska and Olga Dolska (2024) Ontological Prerequisites for the Emergence of

Scientific Cosmology in the Context of the Emergence and Development of the Scientific Thinking. Philosophy and 

Cosmology, Volume 32, 60–73. DOI: 10.29202/phil-cosm/32/4 

15. Horodyska O. Education as the self-awareness and self-realisation experience in contemporary

anthropological crisis. International Scientific-practical Conference. “MANAGERIAL, SOCIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL, 

INNOVATIONS – THE BASIS OF THE PUBLIC GOOD". Collection of theses. 30–31st of May, 2023, Marijampole, Lithuania. 

P. 36. https://marko.lt/moksline-veikla/     https://marko.lt/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Tesis-

book_Marijampole_2023_pdf.pdf

16. Horodyska О.М. Transformation of university as a liminal phenomenon: on the ways of human’s searching

for the self. Актуальні проблеми філософії та соціології. 2022, № 38. С 3–7 

https://doi.org/10.32782/apfs.v038.2022.1 

17. Horodyska O. Self-governance experience as an element of management in education. Homo–Societas–

Technologiae. Marijampole College Research Periodical. Marijampole, Lithuania. 2021. Nr. 1 (8). P. 42–45. 

https://marko.lt/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Zurnalas_8.pdf   

18. http://www.openculture.com/free-philosophy-ebooks

19. https://www.pdfbooksworld.com/Philosophy

Assessment and grading 

Criteria for assessment of student performance, 
and the final score structure 

100% of the final grade consists of the results of the 
exam (40%) and the ongoing assessment (60%). 
Ongoing assessment: - in practical classes - up to 5 
points for each class; - test - up to 5 points for each test; 
- individual tasks - 20 points. Publication of scientific
articles, abstracts of a report at a conference on the
topic of the course - 10 points for each type of activity.
Participation in non-formal and informal education
programs - up to 10 points.
Exam: oral answer (2 theoretical questions).

Grading scale 

Total 
points 

National ECTS 

90–100 Excellent A 

82–89 Good B 

75–81 Good C 

64–74 Satisfactory D 

60–63 Satisfactory E 

35–59 Unsatisfactory 
(requires additional 
learning) 

FX 

1–34 Unsatisfactory (requires 
repetition of the course) 

F 

Norms of academic integrity and course policy 

The student must adhere to the Code of Ethics of Academic Relations and Integrity of NTU "KhPI": to 
demonstrate discipline, good manners, kindness, honesty, and responsibility. Conflict situations should be 
openly discussed in academic groups with a lecturer, and if it is impossible to resolve the conflict, they should 
be brought to the attention of the Institute's management. 
Regulatory and legal documents related to the implementation of the principles of academic integrity at NTU 
"KhPI" are available on the website: http://blogs.kpi.kharkov.ua/v2/nv/akademichna-dobrochesnist/  

Approval 
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